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Week of July 1, 1991 


STATE AND METROPOLITAN AREA EMPLOYMENT 
AND UNEMPLOYMENT: APRIL 1992 


WASHINGTON -- Unemployment rates were higher in April 1991 
than a year earlier in 40 states and the District of Columbia, 
according to the U.S. Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. Over this period, the national unemployment rate for 
all civilian workers, not seasonally adjusted, rose from 5.2 to 
6.5 percent. During the same period, nonfarm payroll employment 
declined in 20 states and the District of Columbia. 


Because the data for individual states and areas are not 
seasonally adjusted, comparisons in this release are limited to 
changes from the same month a year earlier. Over-the-month 
comparisons may be affected by seasonal changes and thus could 
present a misleading picture of underlying economic trends. 


Unemployment 


Twenty-eight states reported over-the-year increases of 1 
percentage point or more in their unemployment rates. The 
largest increase--3.7 percentage points--took place in Maine, 
followed by a 3.1 percentage point rise in Delaware. Alaska was 
the only state to report an unemployment rate decrease of at 
least 1 percentage point. 


Five states had unemployment rates of 8 percent or above in 
April 1991, compared with only one a year earlier. Michigan and 
West Virginia, both at 9.7 percent, had the highest unemployment 
rate. In contrast, nine states had jobless rates of 5 percent or 
below in April 1991, down from 22 a year earlier. Hawaii (2.3 
percent) and Nebraska (2.4 percent) continued to have the lowest 
rates in the nation, as they have since July 1989. 


Of the 271 metropolitan areas for which April data are 
available, 155 had over-the-year increases of 1 percentage point 
or more in their unemployment rates. The only areas with an 
unemployment rate decrease of 1 percentage point or more were 
Lakeland-Winter Haven, Fla., Bloomington, Ind., and Tucson, Ariz. 
A total of 52 areas registered April 1991 rates of 8 percent or 
higher, while 75 had rates of 5 percent or below. McAllen- 
Edinburg-Mission, Tex., had the highest jobless rate in April 
(18.8 percent), followed by Modesto, Calif. (15.8 percent). The 
lowest rates continued to be registered in Iowa City, Iowa, 
Lincoln, Neb., and-Honolulu, Hawaii (all at or below 2 percent). 


»-more~- 
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Employment 


Of the 20 states and the District of Columbia that reported 
over-the-year nonfarm payroll employment losses, 16 were in the 
New England, Middle Atlantic, and South Atlantic regions. The 
largest percentage job declines continued to be reported in New 
England--with both Massachusetts and New Hampshire showing drops 
of about 5.0 percent. Massachusetts, Michigan, and New York had 
the largest declines in job levels; the combined employment 
losses in these three states was almost 400,000 between April of 
1990 and 1991. Employment rose by 2 percent or more over the 
year in 10 states, with Nebraska reporting the largest growth 
rate (4.7 percent). 


Employment in the goods-producing sector continued to 
decline. More than three-fourths of the states reported 
over-the-year job losses in manufacturing, and over three-fifths 
had decreases in construction. 


Job gains have continued in many of the service-producing 
industries, with 9 out of 10 states reporting over-the-year job 
growth in services and over two-thirds reporting increases in 
government. About three-fifths of the states reported employment 
increases in finance, insurance, and real estate. About half of 
the states also had job gains in transportation and public 
utilities and in trade. 
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Table 3. Unemployment rates by state and selected netropolitar areas 
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Table 3. Unemployment rates by state and selected metropolitan areas-Continued 
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Week of July 1, 1991 


FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


The first employers' liability legislation was in 1856, 
according to "Labor Firsts in America," a U.S. Labor Department 
publication. Passed in Georgia, it applied only to railroad 
workers. 


The first use of the check-off system to deduct union dues 
from wages was in 1889 by the National Progressive Union, 
according to "Labor Firsts in America," a U.S. Labor Department 
publication. 


The first employee stock ownership plan was established by 
the Illinois Central Railroad Company in 1893, according to 


"Labor Firsts in America," a U.S. Labor Department publication. 
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